REACH, TEACH, REJOICE!
April 15, 2018

We’re delighted you’ve chosen to worship
with us this morning. At St. Mark it’s our
commitment to you that we faithfully
proclaim God’s Word so that your faith may
grow during your time with us. Our goal is to
make disciples of Jesus Christ by proclaiming
the good news of what He has done for us. We
welcome the opportunity to answer any
questions you have.


Ushers and Greeters are available in the narthex (entryway) to answer
any questions you may have and offer you any assistance you may need.



Restrooms are located in the hallway to the north of the sanctuary.



We love having children in worship and encourage them to sing and
pray along with their parents. Children’s Bulletins and Busy Bags are
available in the entryway for your family to use. If your child becomes a
bit restless during the service and you think they could use a break, we
have a Nursery Space in the church office that you can use. An usher
can guide you there.



Friendship Cards are found in the racks of each pew. We ask that
during the offering you fill out a card that we may have a record of your
visit and get to know you a little bit better.
OUR THEME FOR TODAY – Doubt Is Defeated

“It’s too good to be true!” When one considers the results of what Christ has
accomplished through his resurrection, it’s overwhelming. The implications
are so big and so grand, it’s hard not to doubt it just a bit. Even the disciples,
after seeing Jesus in the flesh, still struggled with it time and again. But doubt
is defeated through Jesus and his Word. His mighty and many promises leave
us safely in his care both now and throughout eternity.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
HYMN: CW 149

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today

INVOCATION
M:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him
as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his
mercy.

C:

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless
ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.
But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

WORD OF FORGIVENESS
M:

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.
You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his
will.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the
despair of death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness
of heart and the hope of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

HYMN: CW 153

Alleluia! Jesus Lives

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON
M:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

PSALM 118
SECOND LESSON
M:
C:

Acts 12:1-19

Sung responsively with pastor
2 Corinthians 2:12—3:6

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Our hearts were burning within
us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us. Alleluia. (Luke
24:32 cf. NIV)

GOSPEL
M:
C:

Luke 24:36-49

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

HYMN: CW 160

This Joyful Eastertide

SERMON
OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M:

O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your
promises by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead.

C:

Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

M:

In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life
to rescue the lost.

C:

Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph.

M:

Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the
saints, and grant us confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us
the vision of your redeemed people standing before your throne and singing
the song of victory:

C:

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor
and glory and praise.

M:

Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new
life to those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us:
our time, our talents, and our treasures.

C:

Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you.

M:

Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the
suffering and the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort
them with the hope of eternal life.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
M:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.
M:

Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy
hearts we come before you and say:

C:

Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
M:

O Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray...

C:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN: CW 147

Like the Golden Sun Ascending

CONFESSION OF FAITH

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

CLOSING PRAYER
M:

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe
and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we
may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in
death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

BLESSING
M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the
Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:

Amen.

HYMN: CW 148

The Strike Is O’er, the Battle Done
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