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St. Mark Church and  

School Newsletter 
The Love of Christ, Who Died For Me 

Happy New Year!! 

The love of Christ, who died for me Is more than mind can know, 
His mercy measureless and free To meet the debt I owe. 
He came my sinful cause to plead, He laid his glories by, 

For me a homeless life to lead, A shameful death to die. (CWS 749:1) 
 

Our minds will never be able to comprehend the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  He has a mercy for us that simply does not end.  It does not matter how much I 
sin.  It does not matter how many times I fall back into the same temptations.  Mercy 

always remains.   
 

I had no cause, no justification, no reason at all to receive this from God the Father.  But 
still Jesus came.  He gave up the glories of heaven.  He left behind all the beauty and per-

fection.  All so that he could live transient life with no place to call home.  Knowing the 
whole time that he would die in the most shameful way imaginable.  What love is this? 

 
My sins I only see in part, My self-regarding ways; 

The secret places of my heart Lie bare before his gaze. 
For me the price of sin he paid; My sins beyond recall 

Are all alike on Jesus laid, he died to bear them all.  (CWS 749:2) 
 

Thanks to the Law of God I know many of my sins.  More than I really wish I did.  Still, 
they are only a drop in the bucket, only a small dot on the canvas of my life.  The rest is 
painted in with scores of others that I know nothing about.  But Jesus knows them all.   

 
Still, he came.  The price of such sin was death, blood, and the suffering of eternal hell.  

It was agony beyond belief.  But he paid it…for me.  Not only for me, but for all the 
world.  For those who would not listen to him; for those who would reject him; for those 

who would run the other way.  All was laid on Jesus.  What love is this? 
 

O living Lord of life, for whom The heavens held their breath, 
To see, triumphant from the tomb, A love that conquers death, 

Possess my heart that it may be Your kingdom without end, 
O Christ who died for love of me And lives to be my friend. (CWS 749:3) 

 
But this Jesus is not dead.  No, that would not do for the Son of God.  He is our living 

Lord, our living Savior.  He would not be so easily conquered by death.  His love for us 
too strong, his saving power, too great.  So we now have conquered death.  We now stand 

confidently saved.   
 

Make us yours, dear Jesus.  Make our hearts the places of your kingdom.  Fill them with 
the goodness of your gospel.  Purge them of all sin and selfish ways.  Make us wholly 

yours in all that we think, say and do.  I know what love you have for me.  I know what 
kind of a friend you are to me.  Make me more like you.   



 

Page 2 

Through my Bible in 3 years 

This Bible reading series is designed to take only 

a few minutes each day. If you haven’t started in 

January, that’s okay. Feel free to jump in and 

start in the middle of a year. This same Bible 

reading structure is found in the Northwestern 

Lutheran.  

 

To help you through your Bible study, consider 

this anecdote: Peter the Barber once asked 

Martin Luther how he, an  ordinary kind of guy, 

could read the Bible with profit. Luther an-

swered:  

 

1.What does God tell me here? 

2.What makes me glad?  

3.What makes me sad?  

4.What do I want to pray for:  

Try it in your Bible reading!  

 

 

January  

1. 2 Corinthians 6:11-7:16 

2. 2 Cor. 5:1-15 

3. 2 Cor. 8:16-9:15 

4. 2 Cor. 10 

5. 2 Cor. 11:1-21a 

6. 2 Cor.  11:21b-12:10 

7. 2 Cor. 12:11-21 

8. 2 Cor. 13 

9. Micah 1 and 2 

10. Micah 3:1-4:7 

11. Micah 4:8-5:15 

12. Micah 6:1-7:6 

13. Micah 7:7-20 

14. 1 Timothy 1 

15. 1 Tm. 2 

16. 1 Tm 3:1-13 

17. 1 Tm. 3:14-4:5 

18. 1 Tm. 4:6-16 

19. 1 Tm 5:1-6:2 

20. 1 Tm. 6:3-21 

21. Titus 1 

22. Titus 2 

23. Titus 3 

24. 2 Timothy 1 

25. 2 Tm. 2 

26. 2 Tm. 3 

27. 2 Tm 4 

28. Leviticus 1 

29. Lev. 2 and 3 

30. Lev. 4:1-6:7 

31. Lev. 6:8-7:38 

 If the message of the gospel were nothing but a human story that someone had authored in 

order to try to make sense out of the world, we would indeed be arrogant and intolerant to insist 

that “Jesus is the only right way to salvation.” But since the gospel is God’s message to his world, the 

real arrogance and intolerance is to reject God’s own message about God’s own Son who was sent 

to be our only Savior.  Any other message of salvation is “really no gospel at all? (Galatians 1:7). 

A: 

Aren’t we being arrogant and intolerant to claim that Jesus is the only right way to salvation?   

Q: 

This We Believe: Justification by Grace Through Faith    

We reject universalism, the belief that all people are saved, even those without faith in Christ 

(John 3:36). We reject pluralism, the belief that there are other ways to salvation besides faith 

in Christ  (John 14:6; Acts 4:12). We reject any teaching that says it does not matter what one believes so 

long as one has faith in God.  



 

January 3 - Christmas 2 

Readings—Genesis 17:1-7; Galatians 4:4-

7; Luke 1:68-75 

Bible Class— No bible class due to open 

forum 

 

 

January 10 - Baptism of Jesus 

Readings—1 Samuel 16:1-13; Titus 3:4-7; 

Luke 3:15-22 

Bible Class—No bible class due to open 

forum 

  

  

January 17– Epiphany 2 

Readings:Exodus 7:14-24; Ephesians 3:14-

21; John 2:1-11 

Bible Class — Bible Stories they Didn't  

Teach You in Sunday School 

    

 

January 24 — Epiphany 3 

Readings—Isaiah 61:1-6; Acts 4:23-31; 

Luke 4:14-21 

Bible Class– Bible Stories they Didn't 

Teach You in Sunday School 

  

  

January 31 — Epiphany 4 

Readings—Jeremiah 1:4-10; Romans 10:18

-11:6; Luke 4:20-32 

Bible Class– Bible Stories they Didn't 
Teach You in Sunday School 

 
 

1– Ben Riegsecker  

3– Kristine Dorn  

4– Lydia Drews  

5– Gary Spring  

8– Ellie Shidler  

10– Jeff Schmidt  

14– Chelsea Thompson   

17– Melissa Stamps  

17– Trenton Steinbach  

19– Jeremiah Drews  

20– Meredith Hawkins  

21– Katey Rehm  

22– Bill Ellsworth  

24– Harold Rank  

25– Jacob Ripa  

27– Beth Bergmeier  

 

A Happy and Blessed  

Birthday to you All! 

 

 

  

 

This Month in Godõs Word January Birthdays 
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In keeping with resolutions passed by the previous two 

synod conventions, the Conference of Presidents has 

asked the Ministry of Christian Giving to facilitate the ñOne 

in Christò special offering to completely retire the synodôs 

debt. 

As of the 2015 convention, the debt stood at about $4.7 

million. Materials were sent to congregations in the fall, 

with the encouragement that congregations would begin 

the effort prior to the end of the year and would conclude 

by June, 2016. 

God is already blessing the efforts. Even though it is still 

only about a month since the suggested start of the offer-

ing, as of Tues., Dec. 15, congregations and individuals 

have given $504,000. 

We pray that all congregations and members will partici-
pate in this effort. Once the debt is completely retired, the 
$1.6 million now budgeted annually for debt service will 
help us to continue the ministry that God has so richly 
blessed for us. Learn more at wels.net/oneinchrist 

Serving in Christ, 
President Mark Schroeder 
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Update on the ñOne in Christò offering 

The next four-week Interactive Faith online Bible study will 

begin Wed., Jan. 13, 2016. Rev. Gary Pufahl, chairman of 

WELS Adult Discipleship and pastor at Christ, Big Bend, 

Wis., will lead the study twice each Wednesday at 6 p.m. 

and 8 p.m. (central) through Feb. 3. 

The theme of Pufahlôs study is ñWho is your God, for whom 

you live?ò 

ñEver since the fall into sin, human beings have wanted the 

status of ógod.ô They want to be god. They want to play 

god,ò says Pufahl. ñBut who exactly is the one true God? 

What is he like? What are his attributes? What is his will? 

What does he do? What amazing blessings become ours 

as we get to know our God better? I pray that Godôs peo-

ple will gain a greater appreciation for who God is and 

what he does as their God and that they will apply Godôs 

priorities to their lives.ò 

Thousands of WELS members have participated in the 

Interactive Faith Bible studies, which are held twice a year 

and led by a WELS pastor or professor. Many congrega-

tions gather as a group for the study; other WELS mem-

bers connect as couples or individuals. The studies are 

designed to have 10 to 15 minutes of lecture by the in-

structor, followed by 5 to 10 minutes for congregations to 

discuss a question or two or do further study. Participants 

can interact with the instructor via a chat box on the live 

stream. 

ñThese studies are not meant to replace the faithfulness of 

our pastors and teachers and lay leaders in our congrega-

tions. They are intended to give another option to Godôs 

people for encouragement,ò says Pufahl. ñWhether you live 

in a bustling city or on the plains, we are in this world to-

gether with the same purposeðreach more people with 

the precious life-changing Word of God. It is through Godôs 

Word that Jesus connects people to himself for eternity.ò 

To learn more or join the study, go to wels.net/
interactivefaith. 

Next Interactive Faith to start in January  

http://wels.net/giving/ministry-of-christian-giving/one-in-christ/
http://wels.net/update-one-in-christ-offering/
http://wels.net/serving-you/christian-life/adult-discipleship/interactive-faith/
http://wels.net/serving-you/christian-life/adult-discipleship/interactive-faith/
http://wels.net/next-interactive-faith-to-start-in-january/
http://www.wels.net/
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 Mountains with snow-capped beauty, rising out of 

the earth with no foothills to prepare you for such a re-

splendent sight, make the Grand Tetons one of the most 

spectacular vistas in our country.  Snow-crested sum-

mits against a clear Wyoming sky await those who ap-

proach this scenic area of mountains, alpine lakes, and 

sagebrush flats with its myriad of wildlife.  Jackson Hole 

is most well-known because of its many resorts.  One of 

the most sublime views occurs on a sunny day  Ponder 

the Teewinot, Grand Teton and Owens mountains with 

their summits coated with snow and reflected clearly in 

String Lake.  See Mt. Moran with the stately pines at its 

base also reflected in the clear water below. 

 How about us?  Can we reflect Christ Jesus in 

our lives as clearly as the waters reflect this scene filled 

with mountains, pine, and snow?  Our text tells us that 

God wants us to live together in such harmony and ac-

cord with Christ Jesus that our lives will reflect our 

Lordõs glory.  We cannot do it perfectly, but Godõs Holy 

Spirit gives us the power through word and sacrament 

to live for him.  God is a God of encouragement and 

steadfastness.  He gives us the strength we need to live 

each day in the particular calling into which he has 

placed us.  Whatever the vocation in lifeñemployer, em-

ployee, or studentñyou can reflect our Lordõs glory by 

doing your very best and living in accord with Christ Je-

sus.  Thatõs the keyñóin accord with Christ Jesus.ó  Live 

for him, work for him, study for him, witness for him.  In 

everything you do, you cannot help but reflect His glory 

to others. 

òGrand Teton National Parkó 

January 2016 

From the Principalõs Desk 

St. Mark Lutheran School 

The Galloping Mustang 

www.stmarkles.org jeremiah.drews@stmarklincoln.org 

òMustang Bingo Bashó 

 BINGO!  St. Mark Lutheran 

School will host its third òMustang 

Bingo Bashó on Friday, January 

22nd, from 6:30 -8:00 p.m.  Bingo 

Cards are $0.50 buy-in per card.  The 

proceeds for the Bingo Night will go 

towards the òSt. Mark Lutheran 

School Wish List.ó  Snacks and 

drinks will be provided by the St. 

Mark PTO.  If you love to dot those 

òBingoó cards, then come support the 

education at your school! 

Mark Your Calendars: 

Play Night & Silent Auction 

April 15th, 2016 

òThe Rock Slinger and His 
Greatest Hitó 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Bingo&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=RWVoPiYNxX3PKM&tbnid=SUEcIcGpeITtTM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chesapeakebeachresortspa.com%2Frodnreel-bingo.htm&ei=WhcYUaiVKuLC0QHMq4DgAQ&bvm=bv.42080656,d.dmQ&psig=AFQ


 

òLutheran Schools Weekó 

 Our annual òLutheran Schools Weekó will take place from Sunday, February 21st 

through Sunday, February 28th .   

 

Here is the schedule of events for St. Mark Lutheran School:  

 

Sunday, February 21st  

 Christian Education Sunday at St. Mark Lutheran Church (Junior Choir Sings) 

 St. Mark Lutheran School Concert 4:00 p.m. (St. Mark Lutheran Church) 

 òCoins for Changeó begins for Living Savior Lutheran Church in Blair, Nebraska 

Monday, February 22nd  

 School Spirit Dress-up:  Pajama Day 

 Afternoon Activity 

Tuesday, February 22nd  

 School Spirit Dress-up:  Husker Day 

 Donuts with Dad 7:45-8:15 a.m. (Church 

Basement) 

Wednesday, February 23rd  

 School Spirit Dress-up:  Teacher Day 

 Spelling Bee (3rd-8th) 2:00 p.m. 

 St. Mark Science & Arts Fair (5-6:30 p.m.) 

 Lenten Worship at St. Mark Lutheran Church (St. Mark School Choir Sings) 

Thursday, February 24th  

 School Spirit Dress-up:  St. Mark Mustangs Day 

 Muffins with Mom 7:45-8:15 a.m. (Church Basement) 

 Knight for a Day at NELHS (7th-8th) 

Friday, February 26th -Saturday, February 27th  

 NELHS Basketball Tournament 

 òCoins for Changeó ends for Living Savior Lutheran Church in Blair, Nebraska on Fri-

day. 

Sunday, February 28th  

 Christian Education Sunday at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church (Junior Choir Sings) 
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                   Nebraska Lutheran News and Notes 
 

 

 Our girls and boys varsity basketball teams traveled to Martin Luther College for a tip-off 
basketball tournament December 10-12.  The teams represented themselves well and also 
got a chance check out our WELS College of ministry. 

 Mr. Wells has returned the call to Manitowoc Lutheran High School.  We thank the Lord 
that he has chosen to continue his work among us. 

 Christmas Concerts were held on Wednesday, December 9 and Sunday, December 13. The 
concerts were well received and we thank the Lord for the musical gifts of our students 
and their director. 

 NELHS is looking for a full-time facilities manager.  Contact Administrator Mark Otte at 
motte@nelhs.org or at 402-728-5236 if you know of someone who might be interested in 
this position. 

 

 Cheer Camp will be held at Nebraska Lutheran on Saturday January 9.  We look forward to 
the many young ladies who will be joining us for this day and performing at the basketball 
games that afternoon. 

 Winter sports have started.   At the Christmas break the records for our basketball teams 
stand as follows: JV girls are 0-1, Varsity girls are 5-2, JV boys are 3-0, and the varsity boys 
are 2-5 

 It looks like we will have 3-6 transfer students joining us in January.  We praise the Lord for 
these new students and families to work with. 

Our goal is 40 new students for next year.  So far 21 have applied (20 freshmen and 1 
sophomore).  There are many families that continue to show a strong interest in our 
school, but have not yet enrolled. If you know of a family whom we can contact to tell 
about our ministry, please let Administrator Mark Otte know.  He can be reached at 
motte@nelhs.org or call 402-728-5236.  Please pray for this goal. 
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Greeters: Dorothy & Dwayne Burianek (E) Tom & Pam Bork (L) 

Ushers: Larry & Tim Hans  (E), James Mullen, Mark Nelson (L)  

Bulletin Folders: Tina Schmidt   

Finance Committee: Randazzo   

Communion Ware Cleaners:1st Blake Baumann (E), Pam Bork (L),  

              3rd Rich & Alta Beltz (E) Karen Dinges (L)  

Shut Ins: Kim Kumwenda  

 

 

 

 

St. Mark Sunday School Teachers  
 

Pre School: Marlys Parde  

Lower grades: 1 & 2 Mandy Krushenisky / Susan & Katey Rehm  

Middle grades: 3 & 4 Mel Soyk  

Upper grades: Jean Riegsecker  

    

January Duties 

Page 10 

St. Mark Church & School: 423-1497 info@stmarklincoln.org  

3930 S. 19th Street, Lincoln, NE 68502 

Elders                            Officer 

  

Family Nurture: Nate Workentine   217-9227  President: Larry Hans   610-1024 

Adult Nurture: Bryan Hodges   689-6219   Vice President: Mark Schwede  525-2195 

Outreach: Jarod Wilkinson  470-7073              Secretary: Tim Hans   430-9448   

Support: Ben Schroeder   947-1554         

School: Jeff Schmidt   310-8975    Church Staff 

Worship: James Mullen   430-9068                   Pastor Joel Vogel  740-350-3261 

                                                          Teacher: Jeremiah Drews  480-1940 

       Teacher: Eva Van Egmond  920-210-9813 

                                       Secretary—Carolyn Schwede  


